
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

Respondent, 

V. 

RONALD KLINER, 

Petitioner. 

Case No. 93 CR 15476 

Hon. Judge Martin 

SECOND AMENDED MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM JUDGMENT 

AND A NEW TRIAL PURSUANT TO 735 ILCS 5/2-1401 

Now comes the Petitioner, Ronald Kliner, through his counsel The Exoneration Project, 

and pursuant to the order of the !llinois Appellate Court Order granting Mr. Kliner's motion for 

summary remand of this case back to this Court for further proceedings in People v. Kliner, No. 

1-17-1966 (May 16, 2018), Illinois Supreme Court Rule 191 and section 2-1004 of the Illinois 

Code of Civil Procedure, 735 JLCS 5-2-1005, and in proper application of the Post-Conviction 

Hearing Act, 725 JLCS 5/ 122-1, et seq., hereby respectfully submits a second amended request 

that this Court vacate his conviction as a matter of law.1 This Second Amended Motion follows 

his Amended Motion of March 13, 2020, by adding additional evidence and analysis to his prior 

request for relief In support of this amended motion, Petitioner states the following: 

1 Petitioner submitted, with his Amended Motion for Relief from Judgment and a New Trial filed 
March 13, 2020, several bound volumes of exhibits, Exhibits 1 through J 08. In the interests of 
judicial economy and to avoid producing during the COVID-19 crisis additional bound 
documents which the State's staff or court staff must handle, Petitioner incorporates by reference 
those original exhibits into this Second Amendment Motion, and adds to this pleading additional 
exhibits which are numbered beginning with I 09. 

Introduction 

I. Ronald Kliner is no stranger to the Cook County Courts, and his long history of 

pleadings reflects the mounting evidence, now undeniable, that bis conviction violated his state 

and federal constitutional rights. He did not kill Dana Rinaldi and he should not be in prison 

serving a life sentence for her killing - a sentence that only thanks to the mass commutation of 

capital sentences by former Governor Ryan did not result in his death, and sentencing which is 

wholly disproportionate from his co-defendants. His conviction rests on false testimony from 

people with now-exposed reasons to lie, either because of their own personal interest in blaming 

him for this crime, their personal dislike for Petitioner, or their own compromised positions when 

the State came looking for witnesses in a case that was weak as to Kliner's guilt from the 

beginning. Modem forensic testing has reconfirmed that there is no physical evidence connecting 

him to this crime. As Petitioner presents in the attached pleading, there is undoubtedly new 

evidence his trial court never heard that would compel a different result were he to be retried 

today. 

2. This is not a case without answers. The murder of Dana Rinaldi, a reprehensible 

crime, is not a whodunit. The State has made its case very well, and the evidence appears 

overwhelming, that Petitioner's two co-defendants, Dana Rinaldi's husband Joseph Rinaldi and 

Rinaldi's long-time friend Michael Permanian, orchestrated and carried out Dana Rinaldi's 

killing. They did not act alone. Michael Permanian did not collude with Ron Kliner to kill Dana 

Rinaldi. He did, as numerous witnesses have averred, involve James "Psycho" Ryan to be the 

shooter in this case. 

3. Ronald Kliner has never stopped trying to obtain answers, even when the courts 

concluded that his initial post-conviction petition did not entitle him to relief He continued to 
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